[Anesthetics and the developing heart].
Effects of various anesthetics on the myocardium of developing heart are reviewed. Anesthetics suppress myocardial contractility in a fetus and newborn more intensively than in an adult. This is due to immature cell mechanisms regulating cardiomyocyte contractile activity and specific effect of the autonomic nervous system on the heart. It is obvious that the problem of interactions between anesthetics and developing cardiovascular system remains important because of constant introduction of new drugs with new cell and organ effects into practical anesthesiology.